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SUBJECT:CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR BERTRAND GALINDO 

1 . AT HIS REQUEST, ON MARCH 25, AMBASSADOR BERTRAND GALINDO 
MET WITH ARA/CEN TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF SOME CONCERN IN 
USG-GOES BILATERAL RELATIONS PRIOR TO HIS VISIT TO EL 
SALVADOR. 

2. ESSENTIALLY, THE AMBASSADOR SOUGHT OUR VIEWS ON THE IM- 
PORTANCE OF THE RICHARDSON CASE TO THE USG, LIKELY CONSE- 
QUENCES TO FLOW FROM CONTINUED DISSATISFACTION WITH GOES 
EXPLANATIONS AND UNITED STATES HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY VIS-A- 
VIS EL SALVADOR. WE EXPLAINED THAT THE USG CONCERNS ARE 
SHARED BY CONGRESS, THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE AND THE AMERICAN PRESS AND THAT OUR HUMAN RIGHTS 
STANCE IS A W ;RLDWIDE POLICY ENCOMPASSING OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WITH ALL NATIONS. WE ALSO NOTED THE COMPLEXITIES 
OF TRYING TO IMPLEMENT SUCH A POLICY WHICH OTHER COUNTRIES 
MAY CONSIDER AN INTRUSION INTO THEIR INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

3. ON THE RICHARDSON CASE WE STRESSED THAT AMBASSADOR 
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LOZANO'S RECENT TRIP TO WASHINGTON WAS STRICTLY IN CONNEC- 
TION WITH THAT UNRESOLVED MATTER. WE LEFT OPEN THE QUES- 
TION ABOUT FUTURE U.S. RESPONSES TO CONTINUED GOES UNSATIS- 
FACTORY EXPLANATIONS. (WE DID NOT REPEAT NOT MENTION 

SPECIFIC ACTION, SUCH AS THAT AFFECTING THE MILGP.) 
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4. BERTRAND INQUIRED ABOUT A POSSIBLE TRIP BY PRESIDENT- 
ELECT ROMERO TO THE UNITED STATES IN THE NEAR FUTURE. WE 
DISCOURAGED THAT IDEA FOR THE NEAR TERM, AT LEAST, CITING 
INTER ALIA THE UNRESOLVED RICHARDSON MATTER, THE SUFFER- 
ING HUMAN RIGHTS IMAGE OF EL SALVADOR, THE AWKWARDNESS OF 
HIS PRESIDENT-ELECT STATUS, AND THE GENERAL UNTIMELINESS OF 
SUCH A TRIP AT THIS MOMENT. THE DISCUSSION THEN EVOLVED 
INTO BERTRAND'S IDEA THAT PERHAPS FOREIGN MINISTER MAURICIO 
BORGONOVA SHOULD VISIT SOON. OUR ANSWER WAS. PERHAPS SO. 
BORGONOVA MIGHT GET A GOOD FEELING OF THE ATMOSPHERICS IN 
WASHINGTON REGARDING RICHARDSON AND ALSO BE ABLE TO PLACE 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS MATTER VIS-A-VIS EL SALVADOR IN THE CON- 
TEXT OF A GLOBAL POLICY AND WITH AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
INTERNAL WORKINGS OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. IN PASSING, 
THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT HE FELT THE DELAY OF THE COUNTRY 
OFFICER'S TRIP TO EL SALVADOR IN MID-MARCH WAS AN INDICA- 
TION OF A VERY NEGATIVE FEELING ON THE PART OF THE USG 
ABOUT OUR CURRENT BILATERAL RELATIONS. WE QUICKLY ASSURED 
HIM THAT ONLY THE PRESS OF WORK HAD OBLIGED MISS HICKS TO 
ALTER HER PLANS AND THAT IN LATE APRIL SHE HOPES TO MAKE AN 
INITIAL TRIP TO THE COUNTRY. 

5. BERTRAND SAID HE WOULD CONVEY THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE 
USG’S CONCERN OVER THE RICHARDSON CASE TO THE GOES, EX- 
PLAIN THAT LOZANO CAME TO THE USG ONLY FOR THAT REASON 
AND TRY TO EXPLAIN THE COMPLICATIONS OF OUR USG HUMAN 
RIGHTS POLICY IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT. 

5. COMMENT: WE EMPHASIZED THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ARE AN 
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INTEGRAL PART OF USG FOREIGN POLICY. WE REPEATEDLY UNDER- 
SCORED THE IMPORTANCE OF A MATTER INVOLVING AN AMERICAN 
CITIZEN BELIEVED KILLED WHILE IN GOES CUSTODY. AT NO TIME 
DID WE EVEN HINT OF OUR INTENTIONS CONCERNING THE MILGP 
WHICH BY NOW, OF COURSE, HAVE BEEN CONVEYED TO THE GOES 
VERBALLY. JUST PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE WE CALLED THE AP 
INTERVIEW TO BERTRAND S ATTENTION SO THAT HE WOULD NOT 
FEEL WE HAD SPOKEN TO HIM IN BAD FAITH BY INDICATING TO 
HIM FRIDAY MORNING WE WERE NOT PLANNING TO MAKE PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS ABOUT THE RICHARDSON CASE AT THIS JUNCTURE. WE 
EXPECT THAT THE LOZANO/BERTRAND LUNCHEON ON MARCH 30 WILL 
PIVOT UPON FUTURE USG ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH RICHARD- 
SON MATTER. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, DIPLOMATIC PROTESTS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 29-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE069678 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EHICKS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI AND 2 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 08-0069 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 0/aaaaaieg. tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: bb9007ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2934027 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR BERTRAND GALINDO 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PFOR, SHUM, ES, US, (RICHARDSON), (GALINDO, BERTRAND) 

To: SAN SALVADOR 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/bb9007ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



